
T h u n d e r  I s l a n d  C o n d o m i n i u m s   

The past winter in and around Ocean City 
was not as extreme as the previous, but we 
did have a few notable winter storm events.  
We suffered damage to siding and soffits as a 
result of several severe storms in February 
and March. Repairs where difficult and costly 
from those storms.  To welcome you back for 
2016, the Board is using this opportunity to let 
you know what has happened over the Winter 
and early Spring: 

 Painting of all of the walkway ceilings—completed, 

 Installation of new AC area fences for C Building—completed, 

 Buildings, piers and docks power washed—completed, 

 Finger piers and dock edge plate coated with new UV sealant—in progress, 

 Lawns fertilized and irrigation turned on—completed, 

 Replacement all of the parking lot and walkway pole lights—contracted, 

 Issue the bid for siding replacement this summer-– in development. 
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2016  

2016 Events in OC 

• March 20, 12:30 a.m. — 

Spring  began in 2016! 

• May 1—Thunder Island 

Docks open to owners’ boats, 
please register! 

• May 14—White Marlin Festi-

val Crab Soup Cook-off 

• May 5 to 8—OC Spring Fest 

• May 19 to 22 —Cruisin’ 

Ocean City 

• June 2 to June 5-Ravens 

Beach Bash (June 4—Ravens 
Roost Parade)  

• June 4 to June 5—Mako Ma-

nia Tournament 

• June 18 and 19—OC Air Show 

• June 19 to 22—MD State 

Fireman  Convention (6/22 
Parade) 

• June 20, 6:34 PM Summer 

Begins 

• June 25 to 26—Arts Alive, 

Northside Park 

• July 4—Independence Day 

• July 8 to 10—OC Tuna Tour-

nament 

• July 29 to 31—Big Fish Clas-

sic 
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REMINDER - AN OWNERS MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR 
SATURDAY, MAY 21, 9:30 AM AT THE OCEAN CITY 

CONVENTION CENTER!!!!!!  

Although this is not a voting meet-
ing, we have important information 
to bring to owners on May 21. One 
purpose of this  meeting is to pro-
vide updated information on the 
forthcoming siding project. The 
Board has been actively research-
ing alternatives and along with our 
consultant, GMB Architects/
Engineers are close to being able 
to request bids to initiate the pro-
ject.  

There are financing alternatives for 
this project that will be discussed.  
A draft financial plan for the project 
was developed. Bids are needed 
before that plan can be completed. 

We will share what we know about tim-
ing, phasing and design elements, in-
cluding the following: 

 1. New siding and trim, 

 2. Walkway Floor Coating, 

 3. Additional insulation, and       

 4. A New Thunder Island Sign. 

 

We will also talk about security, pool 
management, pets and parking and  
Convention Center conflicts. Questions 
for owners will be taken. We have a 
new Leak Damage Resolution. We 
have had less issues this year with 
damage repair and agreement, but 
they still happens. 

Thunder Island Today! 



This summer, pool management is being contracted through Best Aquatics. Best is a very professional firm 
that comes highly recommended. In addition to providing services to many condos in Ocean City, they are 
also contracted by the Town of Ocean City. 

 

One notable difference this year is that Best will be providing certified life guards for daily pool manage-
ment. We are looking forward to being able to continue with them in the future. The pool will  be open by 
the Memorial Day weekend. Rules are posted for the safety of you, your family, 
guests and renters. The Board will also be reviewing the posted rules and pos-
sibly providing new signs to help with owner, guest and renter understanding.  

 

Please help us keep our pool safe and clean for all to use and enjoy.  They 
have already started work cleaning the pool and it does look better. The link to 
the Best Aquatics web site is: https://bestaquatic.com/facility-mgmt.  
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The 2016 summer season is approaching and for the third consecutive year the Board has 
secured “ABCO Investigations and Protection Agency” to help with that need. An ABCO guard 
will be on duty at Thunder Island every evening starting with the Memorial Day weekend and 
continuing through Sunfest. This includes the Labor Day weekend from 8:00 PM until  4:00 

AM. Guards will be patrolling the premises regularly and will be stationed at the guard shack or on the 
porch of Unit #108. The guard's cell phone number will be  posted on the TI Web Site and available to all 
of owners. Once you receive the guard's cell phone number, please post that information somewhere con-
venient in your condo so that renters or guests may have access to it. During any emergency or disturb-
ance, please contact the guard or the police. Contacting the Guard will help the Board track incidents.  
That information aids in identifying the involved unit which further aids enforcement. This information will 
also be provided to owners of those units so that they may be more diligent regarding to whom they rent 
their condos.  ABCO will be also be providing security for special events. Guards will be used over such 
weekends on an hourly basis to ensure our security.  

 

Emergencies  - If a medical emergency occurs, please don’t hesitate to call 911 immediately. If 
there are any disturbances, loud noises within the complex (especially after midnight), evidence 
of destruction of property, threats to life and limb or any perceived criminal activity and you are 
unable to contact the guard, please contact the Ocean City Police Department directly @ 911 or 
(410)723-6600. Our guards will be instructed to also call the Ocean City Police Department if 
there is an incident or disturbance that they may not be able to handle. ABCO Security offices 
may also be contacted at (443)513-4198 or OCREM @ (410)524-5781. 

Security Assistance—To aid in our security now and in the future, the Board has ap-
plied to the Ocean City Police Department to participate in their recently adopted 
“Trespass Enforcement Authorization Program” (Section 58-81 of the Ocean City 
Code). If approved by the Town of Ocean City, Thunder Island will be posted under the 
program and the police will respond with our invitation or under their own discretion to 
trespass violations, including illegal entry and gathering. This will aid security in a num-
ber of ways, including illegal parking. 
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The Roles of the Board of Directors and OC Real Estate Management (OCREM) 

 

As an owner at Thunder Island, your community is “governed” by the Thunder Island Condominium 
Owners Association. (YOU).  There are 175 units in the Thunder Island Complex, all individually 
owned. The Owners Association is further aided by an elected Board of Directors, comprised of owners 
who have volunteered to serve you. But, the decisions of the Board must be made in the best interest of 
the Owners Association, collectively.  These include a serious fiduciary responsibility to manage Associ-
ation funds, which affects every decision. The Association s responsible for the daily operations in desig-
nated common areas, as well as, for creating and enforcing any by-laws, covenants, conditions and/or 
restrictions. These are the comprehensive policies and rules found in the “Rule Book” which owners 
must follow to maintain the Thunder Island community’s quality of life, livability, as well as, rental and 
property values.  
 
These regular operational responsibilities can be fulfilled in a variety of ways. With 175 individually 
owned units, Boards of Directors at Thunder Island have always needed assistance. Originally, they re-
lied upon an on-site property manager. The current and most recent Boards have chosen to hire 
a professional property management company to deal with day-to-day operations, perform ongoing 
maintenance duties and generally communicate with owners.  This company, OC Real Estate Manage-
ment (OCREM) is responsible for daily maintenance, as well as, with executing designated Board deci-
sions and generally ensuring that all owners comply with adopted by-laws, codes and restrictions, includ-
ing the need to follow the many Maryland State condominium statutes.  
 

There are times when the roles and responsibilities of the Board and their property management compa-
ny may be confused, especially when it comes to community rule enforcement and damage claims.  OC-
REM neither sets any policies or rules, nor does it determine the penalties for non-compliance.  OC-
REM’s responsibility is to execute processes and to enforce policies and regulations made by the Board 
on behalf of the body of owners. Neither OCREM nor the Board will act as judge or negotiator, nor will 
they favor one owner over another. They will consistently follow adopted processes to ensure that rules 
of engagement are followed.   

The Board and OCREM are not responsible to represent individual owners in owner to owner disputes. 
Most legal advice given to Boards of Directors is to remain neutral when such situations occur. A prime 
example of this is how leak damage responsibility is resolved. The current Board has adopted a Resolu-
tion that dictates how the disputes of this kind are resolved. The process adopted with this resolution 

can work with neither the Board nor OCREM being involved. Any dispute involving unit owners is 

the responsibility of both owners to resolve.  OCREM, however, does play a role in regard to Association 
insurance coverage. 

OCREM is contracted through The Board to manage the Thunder Island property. 
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The 2016 date for “First Vessel in the Water” for registered boats is May 1. Boat owners may register 
by mail and are encouraged to do so.  See “Dock-Masters Message” on the Thunder Island Web Site 
(http://www.thunderislandocmd.com)  for details and needed forms. Please familiarize yourself with the 
rules associated with the docks. They exist for safety and liability reasons and are ex-
pected to be followed. Dock and Pool rules are intended to keep the owners and 
renters safe and reduce owners liability as a result of unintended consequences. We 
always wish all our owners and renters a safe and fun filled boating season.  Mitch 
has power washed the docks and pier which will be followed  by a new coat of UV 
Protective sealant that will be applied to the finger piers and the top board along the 
dock bulkhead.  If you bring your boat in early please check with Mitch about the pro-
gress of this work. 
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Construction of the Thun-
der Island complex started in 1985. Because of the age of 
our complex, each year it becomes more important to attend 
to infrastructure maintenance and replacement. Our Boards 
of Directors have made efforts to take care of Thunder Island 
through an effective program of yearly maintenance. Last 
year that continued with the reconstruction of the pool, the D 
Building Sidewalk, the new AC Fence enclosures for C Build-
ing plus all of the walkway ceilings were painted. The plan is 
to update all that we can prior to starting the siding project.  

 

Welcome to new owners: 

 A-15—Kathleen, Regine and William Lennox and Julian Saavedra, Downingtown, PA 

 B-49—Kathy and Jack Watts, Forest Hill, MD 

 B-69 -M. Erick, Maria and Elaine Kleiner, Vienna, VA 

 D-159—Stine Vibeke Pederson and David Rampersad, Frederick, MD 

 

Pets —There were fewer pet related complaints this past year. As owners, we have 
the right to bring our pets with us to Thunder Island. In exchange for this right, we are 
expected to care for them and follow the few rules that are required of us when doing 
so.  Please register your pet and use the designated pet waste area along the east 
end of the parking lot.  We have two new Pet Waste Stations located along this pet 
area. Please dispose of your pet’s waste in the bins at those pet waste stations. This 

is not only a TI rule, but also a requirement of the Ocean 
City Code.  Between the two new stations and the Con-
vention Center lawn, maintenance should never have to 
pick up any pet waste. 

 

A Parting Note: Very soon we will be replacing all of the parking lot and ar-
ea walkway pole lights. Many of the existing lights are in bad shape. We will 
soon have new lights. Please do not chain your bike to either trees or light 
poles. The existing poles will soon be removed and any bike lock that is at-
tached to any pole light will be cut.  These bikes will then be removed to Unit 
C 108’s porch.  

L O O K I N G  F O R W A R D  

Sunset on Isle of Whit Bay 

Below is a list of the current Thunder Island Board of Directors along with their responsi-

bilities: 

 Diane McCracken– Treasurer 

 Norman Manley—Dock Master 

 Gary Maufer—Security 

 Jim Murphy—Architectural Committee Chair 

 Ginny Shimp—Pool 

 Jim Wiseman—Secretary, Vice President,  and WebMaster 

 Jim Slater – President 


