
T h u n d e r  I s l a n d  C o n d o m i n i u m s   

The summer of 2015 is over and we moved 
into the fall. This year, the autumnal equi-
nox fell on September 23 at 4:21 A.M. All in 
all, the weather treated us well. El Nino has 
kept tropical storms away and the sun did  
shine on us, most of the time! We hope that 
the fall and winter will be just as kind. But, we 
must hope for the best and prepare for the 
worst.  

So, remember that when you leave your unit make 
sure that your thermostat is set to 55 degrees, your 
water is turned off at the main valve and the breaker 
for your water heater is off. 

 Over the past year, some owners have been critical of 

the process to make notifications when leaks occur in 
units over them. This had resulted in considerable 
misunderstanding  concerning how notifications should 
follow and also how damages are resolved. Due to 
that, the Board will be voting on a resolution that will 
hopefully clarify all elements of the problem. It is al-
ways the responsibility of the unit owner where the 
leak is generated to cover downstairs damages. The 
resolution should be available soon. 

 We still have a notable number of 1984 windows that 

need to be replaced. We must require those owners to 
do those updates prior to initiating the siding replace-
ment. A letter from the Board concerning the responsi-
bility that owners have to update windows and doors 
prior to the start of the TI Siding Project is included 
with this newsletter. Please read it thoroughly.  
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2015 

Fall and Winter Events in OC 

• Sept. 23, 4:21 am- Fall  began in 

2015! 

• Oct. 2, 3, 4 Mid Atlantic Surf Fish-

ing Tournament 

• Oct 2 to 4- OC Power Boat Races 

• Oct. 3 and 4—H2O Car Show 

• Oct 8 to 11—Cruisers in OC 

• Oct. 10—Rocktoberfest Fishing 

Tournament 

• Oct 11 to 25—OC Fall Restaurant 

Week 

• Oct. 16– Fee State Corvette Club 

Weekend 

• Oct. 24—Craft Beer Fest 

• Nov. 19—Winterfest of Lights 

Begins 

• Nov. 28—Texas Tenors at the 

Performing Arts Center 

• Dec. 5 —Cheer and Dance Extreme 

• Dec. 31—New Years Eve Fireworks 

• January 16—Nautical and Wildlife 

Arts Festival 

• Feb. 12 to 14—OC Seaside Boat 

Show 

• March 12—St. Patrick's Day Pa-

rade 

• April 16—Susan Komen Race for 

the Cure 

• May 5—Spring Fest 
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FALL  2015 NEWSLETTER  

AN OWNERS MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR SATURDAY, 
November 14 at 9:00am., at the OCEAN CITY  

CONVENTION CENTER! 

A fall owners meeting is mandated by the 
MD Condo Act and our by-laws. It must 

be held on one of the first few Saturdays 

of November (but not on the weekend 
prior to Thanksgiving). This year our 

choices were either November 7 or 14. 
We must note that this meeting was in-

tended to occur on the 7th, but, the Con-
vention Center could not accommodate 

us. Since this is the time when all owners 

association must hold their annual meet-
ing, we were unable to find an alternative 

location. The decision was made to hold 
the meeting on to the 14th.  We apologize 

for any confusion. 

  

On the 14th., we will talk about many 

things, including the progress of the siding 
project planning process. It is still intend-

ed that this project will start in the fall of 
2016.  Planning has progressed, however, 

we do not have adequate details on 
many elements to offer a complete 

plan, at this time. We will soon be able 

to talk about the plan in detail. So, plan 
on attending a May Siding Meeting. At 

that time, we will be able to share both 
the technical as well as the financial 

elements of the project. Each owner will 
be provided with a copy of both the 

financial and project plans. 

 

We also have an election on the 14th. 

You should have already received the 
notice of election. Please be sure to pro-

vide us with a proxy if you cannot at-

tend. Being that the meeting is on the 
second Saturday in November rather 

than the first it is anticipated the num-
ber of owners that cannot attend will be 

increased. 

A  F E W  I S S U E S  T O   
S T A R T  



As usual, the pool at Thunder Island was well used throughout the season. Even in our extended season 
through the Sun-Fest weekend, the pool has been used, although the water temperature drops a bit each day. 
The pool will close for 2015 at the end of the day on Sunday September 27. Atlantic Pools will then come in to 
do a final cleaning and will winterize the pool. Atlantic will also be responsible to finish post construction clean-
up work that was left incomplete in the Spring. This includes re-caulking and the removal of excess concrete.  
During the season, 8 new umbrellas were purchased in addition to 8 new upright chairs, 1 new table and an at-
tendants chair .  The pool did not have a Sign-In this year, but we are considering going back to that or to  the 
issuance of  an improved pool pass system. A second new pool house door is on site and soon to be installed. 
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T H U N D E R  I S L A N D  S E C U R I T Y—S U M M E R  2 0 1 5  

T H U N D E R  I S L A N D  W E B  S I T E  

 

The 2015 summer season started out much like any other year on the Memorial Day weekend. Over 

that weekend, there were reported disturbances involving some unit renters at Thunder Island. In all 

circumstances, if a security guard needs to call the police, the owners of these units are also to be no-

tified to inform them of the activity occurring in their units. By informing the owners of the rental units 

where disturbances occurred, we hope the unit owners and/or their agents will assist us in resolving 

these problems. We have the ability to evict weekly renters, but only with the concurrence of the own-

er. There was a continuous nuisance related problem with one unit that lasted throughout the summer 

season. This involved some renters who persisted in late night disturbances resulting in numerous calls 

for police intervention. Eviction was not feasible due to the fact that the owners were renting under a 

seasonal lease rather than a weekly rental agreement. As a result of this, the situation continued 

throughout the season. Evictions under such leases must be accomplished through the Courts. We 

cannot evict with just the owners “OK”, as we can with weekly rentals. We hope that such occurrenc-

es can be prevented in the future with owners cooperation. It is anticipated that the Board will be able 

to present and discuss an alternative at the owner's meeting.  

The routine of the security guards was changed this year.  This year, guards rotated their station-

ary posts by moving from the guard shack to the porch of the office (Unit #108) and on to the front of 

the "A" Bldg. These routines were put in place in an effort to be more observant of noise and disturb-

ance issues throughout the entire facility. At the start of the season, there was no monitoring system 

in place to track the hourly tours of the guards. This was due to a technical problem with the old key 

and clock system. Later in the season, this was rectified with the installation of a new modern digital 

security system which tracks the hourly rounds of our guards more precisely. Guards were required to 

do rounds from building to building, as always, walking each floor regularly. 

It is our desire that we learn from each season of better ways to assure the peaceful enjoyment of 

Thunder Island for all owners and renters.  

2 0 1 5  P O O L  U P D A T E  

Thunder Island’s Webmaster, Jim Wiseman, has been updating our web site throughout the year. We will be 
introducing a secure login to access the owners page and have already added a projects page that will have infor-
mation and updates of ongoing Thunder Island projects. We also encourage owners to create a login on the 
OCREM website. It contains important information and will also allow you to pay your quarterly condo fees 
online. We will be reviewing the list of owners to create a list of emails addresses. If you do not have an email 
address on file with OCREM please consider doing so. That will allow us to contact you  much quicker with 
important and often critical information concerning TI. This may include emergency information that may im-
pact your property.  
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We are moving forward with a number of improve-
ments that we hope will make Thunder Island a 

better place. 

As we work through the siding project, new gutters 
and downspouts will also be installed. When water 

drops 50 feet straight down, damage occurs. We 
have downspouts that collect runoff and drop it 

down to ground level. As we add new downspouts, 
we will be able to shift their location and add a 

trench drain in the older sidewalks like the ones that 

are in the new sidewalk along D Building. This will 
dramatically slow the erosion on the surface of the 

older sidewalks. Many of our sidewalks show ex-
posed aggregate resulting from runoff flowing 

across them during storms. Installing these trench drains 
can help extend the life of those existing sidewalks. This is 

just one example of how the siding project will give us the 

opportunity to make other improvements. 

This summer has also shown an increase in the use of 

kayaks and paddle boards. Because of this, a future pro-
ject will be brought to the Board to build a rack for own-

ers and renters to store kayaks and boards at T.I. Storage 
space is always a issue at Thunder Island. 

We will also need to tear out and replace the existing 

beach shower area. The current shower deck is not drain-
ing and has becoming a hazard. There are many such pro-

jects that are creeping up on us as the building ages. 

Fall dredging by the Corps of Engineers has commenced around 

Ocean City, but not without problems. South of the inlet at  least 

six boats were seriously damaged by an unmarked dredge pipe 

submerged in shallow water in the main navigational channel in 

the Sinepuxent Bay. This prompted the Coast Guard to issue 

warnings to mariners and take action to remove the hazard. 

The source of the problem was a submerged dredge pipe that was placed in the main channel near As-

sateague just north of the Verrazano Bridge in mid September. This was done by a subcontractor working for 

the Corps of Engineers.  

Maintenance dredging also continues in Sinepuxent Bay near Ocean City through October 20. Other off sea-

son dredging will be ongoing into the spring of 2016. Any boaters should be cautious when moving through 

any area being dredged.  

A reminder has been noted that the Coast Guard and MD DNR will also be enforcing restrictions on the use 

of the newly created “Dog and Bitch” Island near the Thoroughfare. The island was recreated last spring with 

dredged spoils, but funded through a grant for the Fish and Wildlife Service. The purpose stated in the grant 

was to benefit bird breeding habitat. The islands were used heavily by boaters this past summer, but enforce-

ment of the restrictions to it’s intended use will be enforced. 
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S U M M E R  2 0 1 5  B O A T  A N D  D O C K  U P D A T E  

I M P R O V E M E N T S  20 15  A N D  B E Y O N D  

B A Y ,  C A N A L  A N D  C H A N N E L   
D R E D G I N G  C O N T I N U E S  

The 2015 date for “First Vessel in the Water” for registered boats was May 1. Some 
have already pulled out, but, you must be out of the water by December 1.  We had 30 

owners boats and 7 jet skis registered and in the water.  We also had 24 renter’s boats 

and 6 renter’s jet skis using the facilities.  The income from Boat registration was 
$2,720, while income from trailer rentals was $1,240. Trailer rentals also include 

renters keeping box trailers on the parking lot. We had expenses of $800.00 that fund-
ed the improvements at the “T” end of the pier. Those improvements were well used 

throughout the summer. This included a bait/fish cleaning table, a railing of inch and one half rope surrounding the 
“T” and the replacement of 15 vandalized pier caps. In addition, all pier hoses were replaced, reels repaired and pier 

lighting repaired, as needed. This was all funded through a donation from the Boat Club. 
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Emergencies  - This a reminder that if a medical emergency occurs, please don’t hes-
itate to call 911 immediately. If there are any disturbances, loud noises within the 
complex (especially after midnight), evidence of destruction of property, threats to 
life and limb, or any perceived criminal activity, please contact the Ocean City Police 
Department directly @ 911 or (410)723-6600. Our guards will be instructed to also 
call the Ocean City Police Department if there is an incident or disturbance that they 
may not be able to handle. O.C. Management may be contacted on a 24 hour basis 
for facility issues (410)524-5781. 

Between now and May of 2016 a few things should be anticipated: 

1. The Fall Unit inspection will happen in early November. In addition to the regular temperature 
setting and water valve check, Mitch will be checking the condition of balcony ceilings and carpet.  
Again, please remember that when you leave your unit make sure that your thermo-
stat is set to 55 degrees, your water is turned off at the main valve and the breaker 
for your water heater is off. 

2. Walkway ceilings are currently being painted and fencing around C Building AC units will be in-
stalled before next Spring. We will also be adding a second bike rack on the A/B lot. The rack 
that was added in that location has been overused since the Spring. 

3. The replacement of the parking lot pole lights is being reviewed. In regard to “A” Building, we are 
waiting for a response from the City regarding a damage claim. It appears that the main electric 
feed to those lights was severed by construction activity. This affects the parking area, walkway 
and pier area pole lights associated with “A” Building.  

4. We did not have as many pet issues this past summer. But, we will be asking pet owners to re-
register their pets. We need to be sure about the information in our pet registration file. We likely 
have some registered pets that are no longer with us and new pets that are not yet registered. 
We will be sending a letter to owners regarding this and will investigate a way to allow you to re-
register easily on-line. 

5. We did have a bed bug incident this year and may have a pest control professional to talk at the 
November owners meeting. 

L O O K I N G  F O R W A R D  T O  20 16  

Below is a list of the current Thunder Island Board of Directors along 

with their responsibilities: 

 Diane McCracken– Treasurer/Secretary 

 Norman Manley—Dock Master 

 Gary Maufer—Security 

 Jim Murphy—Architectural Committee Chair 

 Ginny Shimp—Pool 

 Jim Wiseman—Vice President and WebMaster 

 Jim Slater– President 


